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Section I: 

AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CFR §1.121 to the 
CLAIMS 



Claim 1 (currently amended): 

A method for creating thread-of-discussion electronic mail messages for chained 
electronic mail messages in an electronic mail system, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

parsing text of the body of a sing le chained electronic mail message into 
discussion entries, said parsing being performed by finding delimiters and message 
segment indicators within the text of the chained electronic mail message which indicate 
the beginning and ending of two or more discussion entries wherein each discussion entry 
represents quoted text or content produced during a previously-performed message 
forward or message reply operation : 

sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order; 

reducing the discussion entries to discussion information by eliminating redundant 
and unnecessary information from said discussion entries; and 

outputting the sorted, reduced discussion entries into a single 
message having a thread-of-discussion message format. 

Claim 2 (original): 

The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of parsing the text of a chained 
electronic mail message into discussion entries comprises parsing a Simple Mail Transfer 
Protocol message. 



PACE 3/17 " RCVD AT 4/27/2004 4:35:50 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/6 * DNI8:8729306 * CSID:4054402465 • DURATION (mm-ss):05-32 





@004 



04/27/2004 15:28 FAX 4054402465 



Franklin Gray Patents 



Serial No. 09/714,756 



Lorin Evan Ullmann 



Page 3 of 16 



Claim 3 (original): 

The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of parsing the text of a chained 
electronic mail message into discussion entries comprises parsing a Hyper Text Markup 
Language message. 

Claim 4 (original): 

The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of sorting said discussion entries 
into a preferred order comprises sorting the discussion entries into a first-to-last order 
based upon timestamps associated with the discussion entries. 



Claim 5 (original): 

The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of sorting said discussion entries 
into a preferred order comprises sorting the discussion entries into a last-to-first order 
based upon timestamps associated with the discussion entries. 



Claim 6 (original): 

The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of reducing the discussion entries to 
discussion information comprises removing extraneous non-discussion field and 
formatting information from the discussion entries. 

Claim 7 (original): 

The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of outputting the sorted, reduced 
discussion entries into a thread-of-discussion message format further comprises replacing 
full electronic mail addresses for authors of said discussion entries with short names or 
abbreviations associated with the full electronic mail addresses. 

Claim 8 (original): 

The method as set forth in Claim 1 further comprising a step of merging text from a 
chained electronic mail message with text from other chained electronic messages 
associated with a common chain group. 
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Claim 9 (original): 

The method as set forth in Claim 1 further comprising a step of automatically addressing 
a new electronic mail message to one or more of members of an associated chain group, 
said new electronic mail message containing said sorted, reduced discussion entries in a 
thread-of-dicussion format. 




@005 



Page 4 of 16 



Claim 10 (currently amended): 

A computer-readable medium containing program code for creating thread-of-discussion 
electronic mail messages for chained electronic mail messages in an electronic mail 
system, said electronic mail system being capable of executing program code, said 
program code when executed causing the electronic mail system to perform the steps of: 

parsing the text of the body of a single chained electronic mail message into 
discussion entries, said parsing being performed by finding delimiters and message 
segment indicators within the text of the chained electronic mail message which indicate 
the beginning and ending of two or more discussion entries wherein each discussion entry 
represents quoted text or content produced during a previously-perfor med message 
forward or message reply operation : 

sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order; 

reducing the discussion entries to discussion information by eliminating redundant 
and unnecessary information from said discussion entries; and 

outputting the sorted, reduced discussion entries into a single message having a 
thread-of-discussion message format 

Claim 1 1 (original): 

The computer-readable medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program code for 
parsing the text of a chained electronic mail message into discussion entries comprises 
program code for parsing a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol message. 
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Claim 12 (original): 

The computer-readable medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program code for 
parsing the text of a chained electronic mail message into discussion entries comprises 
program code for parsing a Hyper Text Markup Language message. 

Claim 13 (original): 

The computer-readable medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program code for 
sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order comprises program code for sorting 
the discussion entries into a first-to-last order based upon timestamps associated with the 
discussion entries. 

o 

L ^ Claim 14 (original): 

JT \ The computer-readable medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program code for 

/ sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order comprises program code for sorting 

the discussion entries into a last-to-first order based upon timestamps associated with the 
discussion entries. 

Claim 15 (original): 

The computer-readable medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program code for 
reducing the discussion entries to discussion information comprises removing extraneous 
non-discussion field and formatting information from the discussion entries. 

Claim 16 (original): 

The computer-readable medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program code for 
outputting the sorted, reduced discussion entries into a thread-of-discussion message 
format further comprises program code for replacing fall electronic mail addresses for 
authors of said discussion entries with short names or abbreviations associated with the 
full electronic mail addresses. 
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Claim 17 (original): 

The computer-readable medium as set forth in Claim 10 further comprising program code 
for performing the step of merging text from a chained electronic mail message with text 
from other chained electronic messages associated with a common chain group. 

Claim 18 (original): 

The computer-readable medium as set forth in Claim 10 further comprising program code 
for step of automatically addressing a new electronic mail message to one or more of 
members of an associated chain group, said new electronic mail message containing said 
sorted, reduced discussion entries in a thread-of-dicussion format. 



A system for producing thread-of-discussion formatted electronic messages for chained 
electronic messages in an electronic mail system, said electronic mail system having a 
processor suitable for executing program code, and said electronic mail system having a 
means for receiving chained-transmitted electronic messages via a computer network, 
said system comprising: 



a message parser for parsing text in a body section of a single chained electronic 
messages message into discussion entries by finding delimiting indicators within the text 
of chained electronic message which indicate the beginning and ending of two or more 

discussion, entries vyfreyeiq each, discy ssiofl entry repress qHQted text qe content 
produced during a previously-performed message forward or message reply operation : 

[[a]] an entry sorter for sorting discussion entries into a preferred order; 

an information reducer for removing extraneous message information, data, and 
fields which are unrelated to substantive discussion; and 

a message output creator for creating a thread-of-discussion message compris e s of 
containing said sorted and reduced discussion entries. 



Claim 19 (currently amended): 
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Claim 20 (original): 

The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein said message parser is adapted to parse 
Simple Mail Transfer Protocol messages. 

Claim 21 (original): 

The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein said message parser is adapted to parse Hyper 
Text Markup Language messages. 

Claim 22 (original): 

The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein said entry sorter is adapted to sort discussion 
entries into a first-to-last order based upon timestamps associated with each discussion 
entry. 



The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein said entry sorter is adapted to sort discussion 
entries into a last-to-first order based upon timestamps associated with each discussion 
entry. 



Claim 24 (original): 

The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein said message output creator further comprises 
a short name label creator for substituting full electronic mail addresses associated with 
said discussion entries with short names associated with said full electronic mail 
addresses. 

Claim 25 (original): 

The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein said message output creator further comprises 
a short name label creator for substituting full electronic mail addresses associated with 
said discussion entries with abbreviations of said full electronic mail addresses. 




Claim 23 (original): 
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Claim 26 (original): 

The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein said message parser is adapted to merge two 
or more chained electronic messages associated with a chain group. 

Claim 27 (original): 

The system as set forth in claim 19 wherein said message output creator further comprises 
and automatic message address generator for automatically addressing a new electronic 
message to one or more members of a chain group. 
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